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“The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God, to the pulling down of strong holds,” &c. So said 
Saint Paul, whiake own miraculous, and powerful.conversion pre- 
pared him to speak with the confidence of experience. For, on 
his way to Demascus a light from heaven shone around him, with 
the brightness of noon-day, accompanied with a voice addressing 
him by name. For Paul, therefore to have doubted of super- 
natural agency in his conversion, would have been morally im- 
possible. Rut all christians are not favored with such striking 
proofs of divine power in their conversion as was the great 
apostle of the gentiles. ‘The conviction and conversion of many 
are effected by gradual means, which, though not insensible, are 
nevertheless, of easy operation. The whisperings of the Holy 
Spirit, accompanying the preaching or reading of the word of God, 
or some other means of grace, have conveyed light to the under- 
standing, and tenderness to the heart of the yielding sinner, unti! 
he is both enabled and disposed to make a full surrender of his 
whole soul to a sin-pardoning, and all-sufficient Saviour. Some 
others, in part, like Saul of Tarsus, are so powerfully arrested:as 
to be prostrated on the earth, and overwhelmed with sacred things. 
We have witnessed instances of this ourselves. Individuals have 
trembled, turned pale, and entirely lost the use of their bodily 
members. Few cases of this kind are more striking than the fol- 
lowing, which was related by Dr. Bangs, in a ate sermon deliver: 
ed in New York, hefore a large congregation of intelligent hear- 
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ers, in refereace to.a company of Indiays from Upper Canad: 
Speaking of thereat work among them, he says, 

‘‘Now, such has been the power and rapidity of this work 
among the Indians, that it has confounded every person who rais- 
ed objections: and no event has happened in U pper Canada, whieh 
las produced so strong a conviction, that the hand was divine, as 
this’ great reformation among these people. Whatelse, say they, 
could have wrought so great a change? I recollect an instance, 
which occurred last year, at the Canada conference. An Indian 
chief, with about twenty of his tribe, came to the conference — 
They arrived about ten o’clock in the morning; and before sunset, 
every one of them was converted to God. How did this happen? 
I will tell you. They had heard what a great work was going on, 
und they came down to see andvhear for themselves. Some of 
their old brethren then got up, and exhorted them. in the name o! 
the Lord, in theirown language, and God took hold of their hearts; 
they fell like men shot in battle, and never rose until they were 
able to praise him for his pardoning love. So that we must stil! 
say, “not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord.” | 

To the above instance we could easily add many equally strik 
ing. Who ean account for such powerful effects, under the 
preaching or applying of the gospel to sinners, but om the ground 
of the position proven by our motto; “That the weapons of ow 
warfaré are not carnal; but mighty through God,” &¢e.—Tha' 
“the excellency of the poweris of God.” The uncommon succes- 
of pious ministers among the Indians, of late, in several places. 
refreshes in our memory what we have read about the intro 
duction of the gospel into Great Britain... The heathenish peop! 
believed in what is vulgarly called “witchcraft,” &c. They sup 
posed there was such an invisible something as could:spell o: 
gharm them. ~ And when the gospel was first preached. to them, 11 
its simplicity and power, its influence upon them was so great, 
that they denominatedsit the “good-spell” in opposition to bad spell, 
or the -supposed infernal agency which ‘‘spelled” er ‘charmed’ 
them. ‘Phe term»‘good spell” was finally contracted to ‘‘God’s 
spell,” or Gospel. The Anglo Saxons called it God’s spell, be- 
cause of its wonderful influence upon the heart; and for the same 
good reason, St. Paul,long before, called it, “the power of God 
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to salvation.” No powers of eloquence—no force of reasoning 
can, ever, of itself, produce in the heart, a saving change. It is 
rnUTH, unvarnished truth, accompanied by the influences of the 
Holy Ghost, that awakens the sleeping soul, and inspires it with 
feelings and principles which unite it to God, and prepare it for 
his presence above. Would gospel ministers be useful, in con- 
verting sinners from the error of their way, let them discard all 
reliance on their own effort, and simply preach Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified, in so powerful a manner as to convince men of sin, 
and persuade them to be holy. 





WE KNOW NOT WHEN WE ARE DOING GOOD. 

With how much propriety may ministers of the gospel adopt 
the above motto? when, to all human appearance, their “labor of 
love” is vain—their spirits wasted for naught; they are apt to in- 
dulge feelings of midnight gloom, supposing their best exer- 
tions have fallen fruitless to the ground. This dejection of mind, 
however, should not be indulged. For, when he feels that he has 
done nothing, it is often the case, that God knows he has done 
much.. 

Never will it be known to man, until the great day of eternity, 
kow much good the pious preacher has done, when it was entirely 
concealed from his own eyes. Let us, thenefore, not be weary in 
well-doing, for, “in due season we shall reap, if we. faint not.”— 
“Sow. thy seed in the morning, and in the evening withhold not 
thy hand, for thou knowest not which shall prosper, this or that; 
or, whether both alike shall be fruitful.” 





Saint Paul says, God makes use of the “foolish things of this 
world, to confound: the wise,” &c.. This sacred truth has fre- 
quently been exemplified in the effect produced on the minds of 
careless sinners, by means, which human reason would suppose 
could never be used with success.: Consider for instance, the ex- 
traordinary effect produced sometimes, by a sermon delivered in 
the plainest; yea, I might say, in the most clumsey manner, by 2 
man who cannot’ grammatically connect, in any one discourse, twh 
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plain English sentences. How often has such preaching been 
made the means of powerfully awakening, to a sense of their 
guilt and danger, not only those who, like the speaker, are desti. 
tute of literary information; but the most refined scholars? 





Again; how frequently lias God made use of the prayers, tears, 
and entreaties, of a pious wife, to reform an ungedly husband? 
How many imstanees of this have been recorded for thegncour 
agement of praying females? 

Not only pious females; but praying children have been used as 
instruments in the hands of God, for the conversion of ungodly 
men. We have a striking instance of this recorded in the “Chris. 
tian Advocate and Journal” of the 19th ult. A writer on the sub- 
ject says, 


“In the village of H lived a worthy member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. She was a milliner, and employed a 
number of apprentices, most of whom became subjects ot a gra- 
cious revival in that place. One was distinguished for her re: 
markable gift and fervour in prayer---[ think her name was Mary. 
‘Phere was another, whom ! shall call Sally, wholived a few miles 
in the country, and whose father was a professed deist; these two 
became peculiarly attached toeach other. Qn a certain occasion, 
as Sally was going home on a short visit, she solicited and obtain- 
ed liberty for Mary to accompany her; and, by the blessing 0° 
God, the hard heart ef the infidel was smitten. 

“The account given by the gentleman to the Rev. Mr. H—, 
was as follows:—That his daughter, when at home, had often 
spoken of Mary as being an extraordinary youth, and of her won 
derful prayers in their prayer meetings, &c. That he really felt 
strong curiosity to hear her pray, but doubted if she would do so 
in his presence. - However, he thought he would propase the sub- 
ject, and see what she would say about it. After the evening wat 
mostly spent, he said to her, ‘‘Mary, my daughter. has often spok 
enof you, and says that you pray in your meetings; I should like 
very well to have you pray with us this evening.” For a few 
moments all was profound silence. At length, Mary with great 
solemnity replied, “I will endeavor to, sir, if you will please to 
kneel with me,” “I was not expecting such a-reply,” said he, 
‘but the request was too reasonable to be resisted... I knelt, and 
she prayed; and such a prayer I had never heard in my life be- 
fore” (Tears filled his eyes while he spoke.) ‘She prayed fe: 
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me, as the head of a family, that { might bring up my children in 
the fear of the Lord; and spoke of the awful consequences of & 
father’s neglect in these things. Really, I cannot describe her 
prayer, but I never before felt myself so admonished. 1 had sup- 
posed, that at their prayer meetings, one learned their prayers, of 
another; but I am now satisfied, that flesh and blood never taught 
that child to pray in such a manner. I have had no rest to my 
spirit since.—I am fully convinced of the truth of divine revelation, 
and am ‘resolved, by the grace of God, neverto rest until I obtain 
a witness of God’s pardoning love.” 


Let little readers be encouraged, by reading the above, to bold 
ness ina discharge of christian duties, firmly relying on the grace 
of God for that assistance by which alone they can be useful in 
this way. 





TRIUMPH IN DEATH. 

To many in the vigor of youth, or in the pride of wealth and 
splendor, the gloomy thought of death is seldom admitted; and 
when it is forced upon the mind by scenes of dissolution, it carries 
with it, associations, horrid and ghastly as the dreary, shades of 
night, or the woeful spectres of a disordered brain. Yea, even 
the good, the truly pious, feel within them a reluctance to meet 
the monster death, and by his ruthless hand, be led down to the 
solemn silent tomb. .There are times, however, at which the 
hope of immortality and eternal life, so overpowers the soul, as to 
leave it, not only indifferent to all the relations, and enjoyments of 
Earth, but so as.to lift it up»by faith, even on a dying bed, to 
“walk and talk with God,” and the “spirits of just men made 
perfect.” It is a scriptural doctrine, confirmed by the experience 
of thousands, that ‘according. to, our day, so shall our strength 
be.” While christians are blessed with» peace and plenty, they 
are seldom permitted to enjoy that measure of divine grace which 
is required for the support and comfort of one, who is pressed 
with want, and has to suffer persecution unto death. This truth 
should be well considered by all, who are inclined to despondency 
of doubt, because they do not feel such peculiar tokens of God’s 
favor, as have been enjoyed by others, in the hour of trial, or 
Qeath. It is true, some favored souls, with a certain prospect of 
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death before them; dnd as it were in sight of eternity itselt, have 
been so transported with the “vision of God” as to'shout aloud his 
praise, even in the agonies of death. Few instances of this kind 
are better calculated to impress the mind with a belief of the di. 
vinity of religion, than the following, related by a writer in the 
Christain Advocate. a 

“On the day of her death, when she beheld the rising sun, she 
expressed strong desires to be in paradise before it rose again. 
Her pain was severe. She prayed to be able to tell ber friends 
the view she had of another world. The Lord allayed her pain, 
and she told them she was happy in his love, and praised his holy 
name. She wished them to sing the hymn on the 481st page o! 
the revised’edition. When they sang— 

“T see a world of spirits bright,” 
she clapped her hands, dnd said, ‘Glory ! Glory!? When the; 
came to these words— 
‘Oh what are all my sufferings here?” 

she said, ‘‘Bless the Lord! they are nothing.” When they had 
finished the hymn, she rejoiced much in the Rock ofher salvation 
Her hands were now coldin death. She said, “I did not know 1 
was so pleasant to die. I did not know my hands would look s» 
beautiful, when the blood was settled under my nails!” She took 
her friends severally by the hand, commended them to God, and 
bid them farewell. Her only child (a daughter about three years 
of age) was brought toher. She put her, hand on its head, and 
raised her eyes towards heaven, and said, “Oh Lord! take care of 
my dear child,” and soon after, without a groan, bid the world 
adieu—having blooming hopes of eternal joys at God’s right 
hand ”. 

Who can read the above extract, without feeling as one of old, 
when he said, ‘Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 


Jast end be like his!.” 


It is truly gratifying to those who feel and labor for the pros 
perity of Zion, to hear of the rapid progress which the gospel is 
‘ making among the different tribes of Indians. Many poor savages, 
whose little all had been spent for intoxicating liquors, and whose 
families had been reduced to the lowest depth of degradation, have 
been arrested by the force of saving truth, and elevated among the 
favored sons God 
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We preseait our readers with an interesting account of the 
northern Indians, as given by Dr. Bangs, of N. ¥. whoewas an 
eye witness of what he related. He, among other interesting 
narratives, proceeds as follows. 


“But, in order to proceed with the account of my late-visit.— 
Early on. Tuesday morning, I started to their village on the rive: 
Credity about seventeen miles from York: «It was my wish to 
surprise them by my visit, that I might the: better learn their usua! 
modevof living. We arrived about 9 o’clock; they did not ex- 
pect us We found a number of comfortable ‘houses erected by 
the government’ for them; and some of the money which you sen! 
them, has been appropriated to finishing their chapel, which is _ 
used also as a school house. . | was very much astonished to find 
the neatness of the dwelling at which we stopped, belonging to 
the school master, who is married» We told them we were hun- 
gry, and wanted breakfast; and his wife set her table. and waited 
on us with ease and regulgrity, and as» comfortably provided as 
you would see in almost any house among us. We then went in- 
to the chapel and school. house. .'Fhey have a hymn book in Ind- 
ian and in English. They first read for us with distinctness; they 
then sang im Indian, and then in English... The horn was then 
blown for them all tocome together, which they did immediately. 
The interpreter attended conference, with some Mohawks from 
Grand river, and also some from the Credit. 

“Among those from Grand river, there was.a young chief, edu- 
eated in the Mohawk language, and who had assisted in translat- 
ing the Seriptures for his countrymen. Three or tour weeks be- 
fore, he had. attended a camp meeting. He went a pagan, and 
eame home .a Christian, flaming with the love of God. The 
American Bible Society, with their characteristic benevolence, 
have caused to be printed in that language a part of St. Luke 
Aftera Mr.Davis had addressed them with much pathos,and fee!- 
ing, duringawhich time this young chief was crying and praising 
God, he arose all in tears. He took this part of the Sriptures by 
St. Luke, expounded and enforced it like a flaming herald of the 
cross, carrying the gospel among his brethren. One part of the 
exercises | wish I could adequately, present to you: it was their 
»repeating the Lord’s prayer and the ten commandments. It was 
inthe woods, the house being too small to hold the concourse as- 
sembled. ‘They rose with an interpreter, who called on them to 
_ repeat the Lord’s prayer after him, which they did, altogether, in 
an audible and solemn manner. ‘They then commenced the ten 
commandments, after he had explained to them the circumstances 
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attending the first proclamation of this law; how the Lord spake 
on Mount Sinai amidst the thunder and lightnings of heaven; how 

the people were commanded not to touch the mountain, and the 

wonders Moses saw and heard. Thus, by convincing them of the 

purity’of this law, and the obligation they were under to keep it, 

the way was opened to preach Jesus Christ as the Saviour, who 
redeems them from the curse of this law.. In this way they are 

gcing forward in the name of the Lord. 

“The way they do is this: The fragments of tribes whovare set- 
tled over the country, hear of what is going on, send messengersto 
see what it means. These return and report. They then send 
and invite the missionary to come among them. One chief of a 
; tribe upon lake Simcoe, solicited the missionaries to come and 
establish schools among his people. He said, ‘““‘We are willing 

to pay you, if you will come, or send us a school master. The 
hunting’ season will soon come; me and my men will go out, and 
we shall take deer, and bears, and beavers, and wolves, and every 
one will give a skin to be sold to help to support you.” Thus 
the children are beginning to learn to read; others are eager to 
learn. If they find a single leaf of an old book, they will run to 
the road side, and wait until some white person comes. along, or 
white child, when they will stop them, aiid’ say, ‘Learn us.” In 
this way the children Jearn a little. And they are beginning to 
learn to work also; for the missionaries are teaching the arts of 
agriculture to the natives... They raise corn, they begin to have 
cattle, and what is very astonishing, notwithstanding all theat 

tempts made to draw them off to their former habits, none has been 
able to succeed. 

‘One old trader thought he might still succeed, and he present- 
ed himself at one of their settlements, and offered them whiskey, 
a them to come with their furs, and buy it. They heard 

iim, and gathered about him, till they had almost surrounded him, 
and he began to think he had succeeded; but what did they do? 
They all kneeled down around him, and began to pray for him. 
He was frightened; did not know what to make of it, and ran 
away and left them. This serves to show their zeal in the cause 
of God. They will not allow themselves to lie down to bed, un- 
.til they have kneeled down and commended themselves to their 
heavenly Father; 

“I! told you, that their children have no books; the white people 
have cheated them out.of their property, and they are now poor. 
The mtroduction of the gospel among them has»created*a: great 
thirst to Jearn, and they oo not how to purchase books. « But. 


the government has. presented them with silver: ear rings, nose 

















72 


ings, broaches, and breast plates. They said, ‘“Let us pull off 
our trinkets, and’send them to New York to sell, and purchase 
books.” They did so, and presented them to the missionary. 1_ 
told them to let me have them, and I would see what I could do 
for them. I took them, and they are here, and may be examined 
after the ‘service is over. _ Now, my friends, Ido not exhibit them 
jur idle curiosity; but you know it is said, that certain persons, 
after their conversion, got together all their foolish books, and 
burned them: ® These people have thus ornamented themselves mm 
their heathenish state, and they now discover that they can do no 
-ood to their bodies or souls; they, therefore, say now, “We will 
strip ourselves of these useless articles,” and they are offered as so 
many evidences of their thirst for salvation.” 

|The preacher then concluded by informing the congregation, 
‘iat these ornaments might be had at No. 14 Crosby-street, at 
whatever pricé the purchasers might be willing to give, for the 
vclief of these forlorn and destitute children; and that old clothes 
or other articles sent to the same place, would be forwarded to 
‘he missions most in need. And a considerable amount was then 
collected for the same purposes. } C. Adv. 


THE BIBLE. 

The Bible is God’s own book. It contains a revelation of his 
will to man, as well as the most rational account of creation, Prov- 
dence and redemption. In this rich treasury of wisdom and good- 
ess, we learn the way, the only way to be holy and happy.— 
The way. to endless “joys on high.” 

The imperfections of: men’s intellect are so very great,.that 
they will differ in sentiment, in relation to many difficult portions 
of this precious treasure, nevertheless, its great leading and esseii- 
ial doctrines may, be apprehended by. all:sincere: inquirers after 
truth. Itas, then, not only prudent; but sroper, to”place this 
best of all books, in the reach of all. And we are happy to disco- 
ver a disposition manifesting itself to do so. “We have, among 
many others, an instance of this in the following account, which 
we take from the National Gazette. 

“Philadelphia, October 23d, 1827. 
_“‘At an unusually large and highly respectable meeting of the 
‘tiends of the» Bible inthis: city and adjoining districts, this day 
“onvened In theFirst Presbyterian Church, at the request and un- 
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Ser the auspices of the Philadelphia Bible Society, 10 adopt mez 
surcs for aiding that society in giving a copy of the Seriptures ; 
every destitute family in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

“The Right Reverend Bishop Wurre was called to the chai; 
and Joseru Revp and Sinas E. Weir appointed secretaries, 

“Phe following resolutions, accompaaied by appropriate ay; 
eloquent addresses from the gentlemen by whom they were sey, 
ally offered and seconded, explanatory of their object, and incy). 
cating the importance of the subjects to which they referred, wer 
unanimously adopted. * 

“On motion of J. R. Ingersoll, Esq. seconded by the Rey. M; 
Doughty, of the Methodist Church, it was 

‘Resolved, ‘That this meeting highly approve of, and will cor. 
dially co-operate to aid im carrying into effect the determinatici 
of the Philadelphia Bible Society to supply every destitute fami|; 
in the State of Pennsylvania, with a copy of the Sacred Seri 
tures. 

“On motion of Thomas Dunlap, Esquire, seconded by tir 
Rev. Dr Preston, of the Presbyterian Church, 

“Resolved, That in orderto obtain funds for the purchase oi | 
sufficient number of Bibles to be distributed among the destitu: 
families of the State,:committees be now apponted for each wan! 
of the city, and surrounding districts, whose duty it shall be w 
call upon the citizens at their places of abode for contributions \) 
this important object. 

“On motion of the Rey. Mr. Malcoln, of the Baptist Chur! 
seconded by the Rev. Mr. Marvin, of the Methodist Church, 

‘“‘Resolved, That it be requested of the gentlemen composin: 
the committees, in the wards of the city, and the adjoining di- 
tricts, that they immediately commence their collection, and tho’ 
all the monies collected be patd to Elihu Chauncey, Esq. Cashie: 
of the Bank of Pennsylvania, who is hereby authorised to recei 


the same. 
WM. WHITE, Chairman 


Josgru Rerp aes 
: Secretaries. 


Stas E. Werr, 


—_————_— ee 


REVIVALS. 


A letter to the editor of the “Religious*Messenger” of Phuc 
delphia informs him, that a considerable revival had commence’ 
ja West Chester, and promised great good to the inhabitants « 








idl 


that place. Forty-five bad been recently taken into. the church, 
most of which were enabled to rejoice in a sin-pardoning God 








BALTIMORE. 

In Baltimore, a pleasing work is still in progress. Itis thought 
that four hundred persons have lately united themselves with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, in that city. How favored are 
those people of the Lord! How many gracious revivals have 
been witnessed by the societies in Baltimore! 

We make thie following extracts from the same paper. 


“In Alezandria—the work is no less extraordinary in awaken- 
ing and converting grace. About 170 have been added to the 
church there within a few weeks; between 70 and 80 within 6 or 
8 days, and at one time 44 came forward and joined the church. 
About 50 ofthe number who have joined are the children of Meth- 
odist parents, and are between 14 and 15 years of age. The little 
girls too, are at work holding prayer meetings, many of whom 
are getting converted, and through their piety and zeal.have been 
the means of bringing in several. In the Sunday school too the 
work of grace goes on prosperously, O Lord, ride on glorious- 
ly.” 5 : 

“In Georgetown, D. C-—The work of God is also progressing. 
Ona late occassion when an invitation was given to admit mem- 
bers 26 eame forward to the altar, and begged to be received in- 
to the communion of the church, and they were accordingly ad- 
mitted on trial. In this place several backsliders have been re- 
claimed, and the flame of religion considerably revived in the 
hearts of theold members.” 


‘On Winchester Circuit.—In Baltimore Conference, about 70 have 
professed regenerating grace within the last three weeks, and up- 


“wards of 200 have been admitted since conference.” 


“Bridgeton, NM. J—The work of God is prospering in this 
place. Forty have been added to the church since conference. 
aine of whom joined on the 7thult.” 


Athens, Ohio.—In this place, a gracious work has been going on, 
tor some time past. It broke out at a camp meeting within three 
milés of\the town, and extended itself, most gloriously. A gen- 
tleman, writing to the editor of the Religious Messenger, says, 


“On the following evening (after the camp meeting,) we had 
preaching in this town; after which mourners were invited forward 
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to the altar. Six young ladies and one young’ gentleman ap- 
proached; and, with streaming eyes, appeared to be in the deepest 
agony On the account of sin. . After several hours struggling, three. 
professed to find the pear! of great price. About 10 o’clock, the 
congregation was dismissed; but there remained two young ladies, 
who, like wrestling Jacob, appeared anwilling to retire withoat 
the blessing. At length, however, we prevailed on them to retire 
to my residence, a few rods from the meeting house. Brother 
Fernandis, and a few of the members of the society, came in, and 
commenced singing and praying. In a few minutes, two students 
of the Ohio university, (situate here,) entered the room, with avhat 
motives fam unable to say; m less than fifteen minutes, they were 
both prostrate, and crying for mercy. About 12 o'clock, one of 
the young ladies obtained deliverance, and, about one o’clock, the 
two students emerged from nature’s darkness, to the marvellous 
light which the religion of Jesus Christ affords. Next morning, 
the work broke out in the college edifice, in a room where a few 
of the students assembed for morning prayers. But, finding that 
the college exercises must cease, if they remained there, they 
came and requested the liberty af spending a few hours, worship- 
ing God, in my house; and, with much pleasure, I granted the re- 
quest. a 
“They commenced, and had before them one or two mourners. 
in a few minutes, a number of their fellow students, and the young 
ladies and gentlemen of the town, came flocking in. The con- 
sequence was, that in a few hours the floor was strewed with pen- 
itent mourners. Thus,éor forty-eight hours, without much inter- 
mission, was the power of God displayed in the conviction and 
conversion of many souls; and, what was most extraordinary, not 
one soul entered the room, during that time without fecling its 
effects. The gh and low, rich and poor, were alike subjects of 
its influence.» Between forty and fifty have been added to the so- 
ciety in this town; seven of that number are students in the Ohio 
university, and bid fair to becomeypillars in the church. About 
two hundred have been added on the circuit, one hundred of whom 
have been received within the last month.» The work is still pro- 
gressing, and we hope and pray that the hallowed flame may 
spread far and wide, until all shall know the Lord, “whom to 
know aright is life eternal.” ‘ 


Deerfield, NW. ¥.—'The Rev. F. Reed, under date of Utica, 
Sept. 19, says—‘A work of grace has commenced and is pro- 
gressing in Deerfield, where we have asmali class attached to this 
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society, Fifteen or sixicen have heen brought to the knowledge 
of Christ, and others are anxiously exclaiming, ‘Men and brethren. 
what shal we do?” Our evening meetings are crowded to over- 
flowing; and convictions, as well as conv ersions are multiplying. 
To Ged be all the praise.” 





Middletown, Conn.—The Rev. H. Bangs, in a postscript to a 
letter dated the 4th inst. says—Through divine mercy, we have 
had a few drops which portend a more plentiful shower of divine 
grace. About forty at,.and since our Saybrook camp-meeting, 
have been awakened and converted to God. More than thirt y have 
joined our society. We rejoice with trembling, and beg your 
prayers for us, that the good so happily begun, may. continue to 
go on with greater power. Many of oar old members are much 
quickened. This is very encouraging.” 





Catharme Circuit, frenesee Conference. —The Rev. James 
Hall, under date” of Sept, 24th, communicates the following 
cheering intelligence: —*The Lord. is graciously reviving his 
work on Catharme circuit. About fifty have been added to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, since the last Conference,” and the 
tvork is_ still going on. About forty of these have been added to. 
one society, and the flame is spreading to other neighborhoods. 
Oh that it may increase more and more, until all shall be gather- 
ed into the heavenly fold.” 

FOR THE MESSENGER. 
A short account of the happy and triumphant death of Mrs. Ani 
Netherland. 


Sister Netherland was born Noy. 15th, 1792, of respectable 
and pious parents. In the early part of her life, like most of 
young people, she was fond of the amusements and pleasures of 
the fashionable and gay. But often felt the strivings of the hol 
spirit, by which she was warned to forsake’the way of sin, an 
walk in the path of piety. Some time inthe month of May, 1822, 
she joined the Methodist Church, in which she continued a useful 
and pious member “till her death. 

Her bodily constitution was weak and élsliopoted to bilious 
diseases, which finally terminated man affection of the Liver; 
causing her to take her bed some time in March. Soon after.she 
was voilently attacked, she told her husband that she,should not 
survive long. .. "This presentiment proved but too true. » She man- 
fested great Anxiety that her children should be brought up in 
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the “nurture and admonition of the Loré;” she frequently desiré¢ 
her husband to be very careful and strict in bringing them up at the 
feet of Jesus; and not in the fashionable gaity of the world. Sho 
also frequently exhorted him to be faithful to the goodly profes 
sion which he had made, before many witnesses. When contem. 
plating deathiand viewing her change close at hand, she manifest. 
ed the utmost composure. She very composedly gave directions 
respecting her burial, and chose the minister who should preach 
her funeral. Toa pious class-mate, who frequently visited her, 
she said that, she had resigned the world and all its pleasures; and 
as to her children, she had giyen them up into the hands of the 
Lord, and felt willing to leave them. 

Whale confined to her bed she manifested entire resignation to 
the will of God and often praised him for her afflictions, which no 
doubt she felt were Geo Far out for her a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory.” Frequently, when seeing her hus. 
band weeping, she would request him not to weep for her, because 
she felt God was reconciled to her, and would reteive her to him. 
self as soon.as'her soul should be unfettered from its clay. Fee!- 
ing the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of the grace of God, 
she exhorted all her friends to embrace Christ, and become his de 
voted followers; and no doubt. many will recollect her admoni. 
tions when years shall have rolled away —Her language was truly 
striking and impressive. : 

She often called her friends to her bed side to talk with them 
of the love of God which shz felt abundantly. “shed abroad in her 
heart by the Holy Ghost.”” She frequently told them that she hac 
no doubts of her admittance in heaven as soon as her soul left th: 
body. Such was her comfort that she often praised God aloud, 
and though advised by her Physician to restrain her feelings, anc 
cease from talking, she would. continue to talk of the goodnes: 
and mercy of God to her soul to all around her. 

In the first of her affliction her confidence and comfort weré 
not so constant and strong as she wished them to be, but the near- 
er she approached her dissolution, the more fully she could rel; 
on the promises of God, and the more abundant were the cow 
forts of the Holy Spirit. 3 

She retained her reason to the last, and frequently spoke to he: 
husband, concerning the little ones she was about to leave behind 
She would frequently, with acountenance beaming with heavenls 
glory, speak of the ‘“‘wondrous things of God.” A few moment: 
before her exit, she seemed: to die away; but after a short period, 
recovered, far a few moments, she then told her weeping friends, 
she had been in heaven, and seen her friends who had died in the 
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git; and that she Would soon leave this troublesonie world, and 
xo to join the happy. spirits around the throne of God and the 

Lamb. These and many other like expressions, she spoke, while 

standing on the verge ‘‘mid-way between time and eterity.”. Ina 

few moments, with a most composed smile on her countenance , 

she closed her eyes on all earthly things, to open them on the 

“beatific vision” of eternal glory. O how glorious the change! 

One moment she saw a weeping liusband and a crowd of mourn- 

mg friends and relations surrounding her dying bed—the next mo- 

unt her happy soul was wafted by a shining convoy of heavenly 
spirits to the New Jerusalem above, there tosee Jesus her Re- 
leemcer,as he is and to be assimilated into his likeness, and enjoy 
his presence'for ever. She now “rests from all her labours and 
her works do follow her.” She has “entered into the rest whieh 
remains forthe people of God.” 

“May I die the eath of the righteous; may my last end be like 
theirs.” In the triumphaut death of this saint of God we have a 
full refutation of all the cavils of infidels, and a glorious proof 01 
the power of grace over sin and death. She has left a husband 
and four small children to mourn their irreparable loss, .. But their 
loss is her infinite gain. In her death the cliurch has 16st one bi 
its brightest ornaments. But the happy and highly satisfactory 
‘estimony. which she gave of her entire victory of sin and death 
alfords her bereaved friends a portion of consolation known only 
‘o those who feel the mspiring hope of the gospel. 


INTERESTING TRAIN OF - INCIDENTS. 

The following accountis given by the Rev. Leigh Richmond, as 
having been related by a minister, in a meeting of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. . 

A drunkard was one day staggering in drink on the brink of 
the sea.. His little son by him, three years of age, being very 
hungry, solicited him for something to eat. The miserable fa- 
ther, conscious of his poverty, and of the criminal-cause of it, in a 
kind of rage, occasioned by his mtemperance and despair, hurl- 
ed the little innocent into the sea, and made off with himself — 
The poor little sufferer, finding a floating plank by his side on the 
water, clung to it. The wind soon wafted him with the plank 
out to sea. A British man of war, passing by, discovered the 
plank and child; and a sailor, at the risk of his life, plunged into 
ihe sea and brought him on board. He could inform them little 
more than that his name was Jack. They gave him the name of 
poor Jack. He grew up on board that man ef war, behaved weil, 
ynd rained the love of all the affierrs and men He hecame an 
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officer of the ‘sick and wounded department. During an activ, 
of the late war, an aged man came under his care, nearly in 4 
dying state —He was all kindness and attention to the suffering 
stranger, but could not save his lifé. The aged parent was dy. 
ing, and thus addressed this kind officer: “For the great atten. 
tion you have shown me, I give you this only treasure I am 
possessed of (presenting him with a Bible, bearing the stamp of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society.) It was given me by a 
lad; has been the means of my conversion; and has been a grea) 
comfort tome. Read it, it will lead you in the way you should 
go.” He-went on to confess the wickedness and profligacy of 
his life, before the reception of his Bible; and among other enor. 
mities, how he once cast a little son, three years old, into thie 
sea, because he cried to him for needed food! The young officer 
inquired of him the time and place, and found here was his own 
history. -Reader, judge if you can, of his feelings, to recognise 
in this dying old man, his own father, dying a penitent under his 
care! And judge of the feclings of the dyimg penitent, to find that 
the same kind young stranger was his son; the very son whom 
he had plunged into the sea; and had no idea but that he bad im- 
mediately perished!—A description of their mutual feeling will 
not be attempted. The old man soon expired in the arms of his 
son. The latter left the service, and became a pious preacher 
of the gospel. On closing this story, the minister, in the meeting 
of the Bible Society, bowed to the chairman and said, “Sir, I an 
poor Jack.’ , | , 





Married Life——Connubial happiness, is of too fine a texture to 
be roughly handled. It is @ delicate flower, which indiflerence 
will.chill; and suspicion blast. It is a sensitive plant, which will 
not even the touch of unkindness. It must be watered with 
the show! tender affection, expanded with the glow of atten 
tion, and guarded by the impregnable barrier of unshaken conti. 
- dence. It must be kept unsullied by the hand of carelessness, un- 

obscured Malécboak uncontaminated by neglect. Thus matur- 
ed, it w om with fragrance, in every season of Jife, and soften 
the pillow of declining years. = | 

A woman ly beautiful attract; a woman merely accomp- 
lished may sales: artd both united may ea sort of fascina- 
tion: but it is sense and virtueronly that fasten on the mind. 

“it costs us more tobe miserable, than would make us per 


fectly happy; how cheap and easy is the service of virtue How 
expensive is vice.” 






